DENVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Cory Elementary School

2nd & 3rd Grades – Room 106
Back-to-School Night Information

August 26, 2010
Absences:

1. If your child is ill, or absent for any other reason, please call the office to inform them or you can email me and I will forward the email to the office staff.
Drop Off/Pick up:

1. Students are allowed on the playground as of 8:30 am.  Prior to that, there is no teacher supervision.  Our before school and after school meeting place is on the south end of the playground.  
2. I will be staying with the students until both the student and I see who is picking him/her up.
3. If your child is going to be picked up by someone other than a parent, please let me know during the morning either with a note or via email.  The person picking up your child MUST be on the authorized pick up list in the office.  If someone comes to pick up your child and I don’t recognize them, I will send them to the office to get a pick up slip.  They will be asked for picture identification.
Homework:
1. Every Thursday the homework packet will be sent home in the Thursday folder.  The homework (and folder) is due the following Thursday.  The packet will include:

· A Reading & Writing Log

· 1 reading or writing activity

· A spelling list for the test on the following Thursday – there will be 2 lists per grade and where possible the lists will tie to the grammar lessons we are covering.
· Mad Minutes and a graph sheet
· Math activity sheets
· There may be additional long-term projects during the year.  Expectations and due dates for these projects will be provided in a timely fashion.

2. Reading and Writing Logs:  Students read a minimum of 15 minutes and write for a minimum of 15 minutes at least 4 nights a week.  Writer’s notebooks will be kept at school this year.  We recommend choosing a different notebook to keep at home and use for student writing.  We have some extras if needed.  Reading and writing logs are returned every Thursday.  Extensive studies have shown that kids who do well (90th percentile) on standardized testing are children who read a minimum of 20 minutes per day!
3. Please find a quiet time and place in the day that is just for homework.  Keeping the time and place consistent is extremely helpful in developing good study habits.
Expectations:  I hold high expectations for behavior in my classroom.  During the first few weeks we will be establishing routines for the year.  I expect students to focus and give their best effort.  Cory is incorporating the PBS (Positive Behavior System) this year, which includes direct teaching of expectations in the school building and positive reinforcement for meeting those expectations. 
Students will have classroom jobs on a rotating basis to help things run smoothly and contribute to a sense of community.  If you have any questions about our routines or my expectations, please let me know.

Volunteers:  Please fill out the volunteer form if you would like to volunteer.  If you would like to volunteer on a regular basis, please indicate that on the form.
Snacks:  I ask that your child brings an individual snack every day, if they would like to.  Please make snacks as healthy as possible.  Please send a water bottle to school to help keep your child hydrated throughout the day.

Birthdays:   You are welcome to send something special for your child’s birthday so that the whole class can be included in the celebration.  Fruit, muffins, cookies, popsicles, etc…  Please do not send cakes or cupcakes with loads of frosting!  Please contact me a few days prior to your child’s birthday so we can arrange a time.  Some parents come in for the celebration and some parents just send the treats in.  Please do not send birthday invitations to school unless you are inviting the entire class.
Assessments:  We use assessments to learn and share information with you about your child.  This year we are administering the Benchmark Assessments in reading, writing and math as required by Denver Public Schools.  Pre-testing will begin in early September.  We will give a mid-year test in late November/early December and a post-test in late April.  The Colorado State Assessment Program (CSAP) will also be given to 3rd graders in February and March for reading, writing and math.  No preparation is required at home for these tests other than a good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast.  In addition to these standardized tests, we individually administer the Developmental Reading Assessment II (DRA2) to assess each child’s reading level and give the Everyday Math Unit Assessments.

Schedule for Specials:  We will be rotating between Art, Music and PE every 3 days.  We will also have library every Tuesday.  I will post the specials on our classroom calendar and send home a calendar at the beginning of each month to help you plan.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Friday, August 27


Reading Picnic at Observatory Park
Mon., Sept. 6


Labor Day – No School
Wed., Sept. 8 


Picture Day
Fri., Sept. 17


Assessment Day – No School
Mon., Sept. 20


Professional Day – No School
Oct. 21st and 26th


Parent-Teacher Conferences

Thur. & Fri., Oct. 28 & 29 
Fall Break 

Margaret Wing
Cory:  
303.424.8380
e-mail:
margaret_wing@dpsk12.org
cory23.pbworks.com

